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QUEENS CIVICS OPPOSE CITY'S ZONING SCHEME FOR JAMAICA

The Queens Civic Congress praised as courageous and farsighted the decision of Queens
Community Board 12 to oppose the City Planning Department's proposed Jamaica Zoning
scheme for 368 blocks of Jamaica Center and nearby residential neighborhoods, last week
(Wednesday, April 11, 2007), said QCC President Sean M. Walsh who noted the scheme also
seeks to Up-zone Hillside Avenue and other major corridors such as Merrick Boulevard.

“As they voted, board members voiced their belief that the City plan would encourage
more overdevelopment in Jamaica’s middle class, homeowner neighborhoods, which board
members contended are underserved by schools, sewers and water mains, public transit and
infrastructure,” stated QCC Executive Vice President for Planning Patricia Dolan who attended
the vote and worked closely with the Ad Hoc Committee established by Community Board 12 to
review the plan. “At the same time they were troubled by City Planning’s failure to disclose
details of a zoning text amendment.” City Planning staffers told the Ad hoc Committee about
affordable housing, removing parking waivers, extending the special district, and the introduction
of a new transition zone, but they told committee members that other things were being
considered and would not give details. QCC Vice President Paul Kerzner also assisted.

Hollis Park Gardens Association President Eugenia Rudmann, co-chair of Board 12’s
“Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Scoping Document for the Downtown Jamaica Redevelopment
Plan,” for more than a year, convinced a CB12 majority that voting down the zoning scheme
gives residents a better opportunity to work with officials on a better plan.

The Queens Civic Congress, a coalition of more than 110 civic, community and
neighborhood based organizations representing tenants, co-operators and homeowners living in
every part of Queens, testified against the city scheme in separate presentations by Ms. Dolan to
Community Boards 8 and 12. Board 8 previously rejected the scheme for Hillside Avenue which
it shares with Board 12. The City scheme would increase congestion along well traveled
roadways, overtax an already overburdened infrastructure and impose unacceptable residential
density on the Hillside Avenue corridor.

The Queens Civic Congress expresses concern the high rise scheme represents the
opening salvo in a campaign by the Department of City Planning to introduce high density, high
rise residential development to other major corridors throughout Queens. In its testimony, the
QCC raised serious doubts about the conclusions regarding environmental impacts in the Draft
EIS. Transportation, sewer capacity, water supply, utilities and other infrastructure would be
seriously overburdened by adoption of this plan. The effects on the E and F lines would be felt
as far away as Jackson Heights.
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